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NEITHER POVERTY NOR RICHES: A BIBLICAL THEOLOGY OF POSSESSIONS                       Craig L. Blomberg
Introduction
	

The Goodness of Material Possessions
	The creation of a good, material world (Gen. 1)
	Godly, rich patriarchs, judges and monarchs

	Rewards for piety and industry
	
	Poverty as undesirable and to be alleviated	

Jesus, Paul and the early church
	
Joseph & sons in working class benefitting from Sepphoris construction boom?
	Paul as counterculturally practicing manual labor vs. relying on family assets?
	1 Corinthians 1:26-29 and examples of the “not many”

All good things for us to enjoy (1 Tim. 6:17b)

The goal of new heavens and earth (Rev. 21-22)

The Seduction of Material Possessions
	The fall of Adam and Eve (Gen. 3)
	The temptation to gain wealth illicitly, including at others’ expense
		Provisions in the Law:  Sabbath, sacrifice and usury
		
Proverbial wisdom:  Ill-gotten gain and innocent victims

		Prophetic critique:  Costly idolatry, exploiting poor, boasting in wealth

	Mammon as the single biggest alternate deity to God in Christ?

From the teachings and parables of Jesus


Accounting for a disproportionate number of the problems within the early church (see esp. 1 Cor.)
The love of money and 1 Tim. 6:10

The wicked oppressors in James 5:1-6

The economic sin of the whore of Babylon (Rev. 17-18)

Maximizing Money’s Goodness and Minimizing Its Evil—Give Generous  Amounts Away
	Recall those blessed rich in the Old Testament again

	The triple (23 1/3%) tithe and Malachi 3:8-10 (but who must we give to today?)


	The manna economy of Exodus 16, as applied in 2 Cor. 8:13-15—a sliding scale of giving

	
	The prayer of Agur (Prov. 30:8-9) and of Jesus (“give us this day our daily bread”)

	A trio of models in Luke 18-19


What Matthew 23:23 and parallels do and don’t mean
	
A trio of models in Acts 2-5, 6 and 11


	A churchwide agreement in Galatians 2:10

	Philippians 4:10-20 and contentment

The Spiritual Significance of Stewardship
	Treasures on earth vs. treasures in heaven (Matt. 6:19-34)

	“The worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth” in the parable of the sower (Mark 4:19)

	Gaining the whole world vs. losing one’s soul (Mark 8:36 pars.)

	A trio of parables in Luke 12 and 16


	Being made rich in every way/thing for all generosity (2 Cor. 9:11)

Faith without works (esp. of stewardship) doesn’t work (Jas. 2)

How to recognize true love (1 John 3:17-18) 

Conclusions
